[Methemalbuminnemia after massive hemolysis during blackwater fever].
We report a case of blackwater fever with brown plasma due to the presence of methemalbumin. The discovery of plasma with this color is a rare event at the laboratory. This compound appears during intravascular hemolysis or hemorrhagic pancreatitis when the ability of haptoglobin and hemopexin to bind free hemoglobin has been exceeded. In these cases some of heme is oxidized to hematin and taken up by serum albumin to form an albumin-hematin complex called methemalbumin. The major clinical problem is to evoke the diagnosis of methemalbuminemia and not confuse with methemoglobinemia. In our case, methemalbumin was detected and quantified using a scanning spectrophotometer. Its diagnostic and clinicals consequences are discussed.